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Persia, and then joined the British
Middle East forces, serving eventu-
ally in Libya and Italy, where it
particularly distinguished itself
at Cassino (q.v.). A Polish ar-
moured div., raised in the U.K.,
fought in Western Europe 1944-
45. A total of about a quarter of a
million Poles served outside Poland
under British command with the
Allied forces.

Sikorski's death in an aeroplane
accident in July, 1943, marked the
end of good relations between
Russia and the Polish exiled govt.,
which resisted the Russian pro-
posal, made as the Red army was
approaching the pre-war Polish
frontier in 1944, that Poland
should revert to the E. frontier
proposed in 1919 (the Curzon line),
and should receive compensation
in the W. at the expense of Ger-
many. The Russians took Lublin
on July 24 and there set up as a
national liberation committee, to
which they transferred adminstra-
tion of Polish territory as it was
liberated, recognizing it as the
provisional govt., Jan. 5, 1945.

At the conference in the Crimea,
held at Yalta in Feb., the U.K.
and the U.S.A. agreed provision-
ally to withdraw recognition from
the exiled govt. and to recognize
the Lublin administration pro-
vided the latter were broadened
by the inclusion of democratic
leaders from within Poland and
from abroad, and subject to the
holding of free elections ; accepted
the Curzon line, with slight modi-
fications, as the eastern frontier
of Poland; and agreed to her
acquisition of territory from Ger-
many hi the N. and W.

The Polish govt. in London,
which had not been consulted
about these decisions, refused to
accept them ; the (Lublin) govt.
in Poland agreed on the formation
of a new govt. in Warsaw in which
Mikolajczyk, formerly a member of
the London govt,, became vice-
premier. Recognition by the U.K.
and the U.S.A. followed July 5.
Mikolajczyk's Peasant party was
soon obliterated, however, and in
1947 he fled the country, leaving
the Communist party in control.
A purge of " right wing and
nationalist elements " from that
party in 1948 was followed by the
appointment in 1949 of Rokossov-
sky (who had commanded the
Russian army that failed to relieve
Warsaw in 1944) as minister of
defence, and ever closer associa-
tion between Warsaw and Moscow.

At the Potsdam conference,
July-Aug., 1945, it was agreed
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that Germany between the Oder-
Neisse rivers and the pre-war
Polish W. frontier, as well as the
S. part of E. Prussia, should be
placed under Polish administra-
tion, subject to ratification in the
peace treaty with Germany. Some
2,000,000 Germans had fled from
these territories in 1945 ; another
2,300,000 were expelled, 1946-47,
leaving only 56,000. A Russo-
Polish treaty, made Aug. 16, 1945,
ratified Jan. 3, 1946, settled Po-
land's E. frontier along the Curzon
line with slight modifications.

GEOGRAPHY. The entity caDed
Poland has had varying dimen-
sions. Poland has a natural frontier
only in the S., that formed by the
Carpathian and Tatra mts. The ac-
companying map shows (1) her
frontiers in 1939, and (2) the
frontiers of the area under Polish
administration in Aug., 1945. This
second area, about one-fifth smaller
than that of 1939, is 121,130 sq.
m. ; pop. (est. 1957) 28,234,000.

The most important Polish river
is the Vistula, on whose banks
Warsaw, the capital, and Cracow, a
former capital, are situated. The
cradle of the Polish nation, how-
ever, lies in the basin of the river
Warta, a trib. of the Oder. The
Niemen, no longer in Poland,
figures in Polish poetry.

A Peasant Population

Before the Second Great War,
about two-thirds of Poland's pop.
of 34 million lived in rural dis-
tricts ; after it, although the
inclusion of industrial areas, in
particular Silesia, changed the pro-
portions of town and country
dwellers, peasants still formed the
majority. The post-war land re-
form of 1946 expropriated big
landowners and distributed their
land among peasants. Poland is
also a country of big forests,
timber being an important export.

In 1939 Poland had large
minorities : 4,780,000 Ukrainians,
nearly 3,500,000 Jews, 630,000
Germans, 1,500,000 White Ruthen-
ians, 90,000 Lithuanians ; and a
small Czech minority in the S.W.
There were hardly any minorities
in the Poland of 1946; the Jews
had been exterminated, the Ger-
mans expelled, and the Ukrainians,
White Ruthenians, and Lithuan-
ians absorbed in the U.S.S.R.

The country is divided into
regions or voivodships (Pol. looje-
wodbztwa). The estimated popu-
lation in 1955 of the chief towns
of Poland was: Warsaw, the
capital, 1,031,000 ; Lodz, 674,200;
Cracow, 428,200 ; Wroclaw (Bres-
lau), 378,600 ; Poznan, 376,000 ,
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Gdansk (Danzig), 242,900 ; Szcze-
cin (Stettin), 229,500 ; Bvdgoszcz,
202,000 ; Katowice, "199,900 :
Czenstochowa, 149,700 ; Chorzow,
141,400; Lublin, 132,200.
With the inclusion oi Upper
Silesia in the country, Poland be-
came an important coal producer.
The salt mines at Wieliczka, near
Cracow, are famous. In the Middle
Ages there were silver mines at
OLkusz. Other mineral deposits in
Poland are: potash salts, iron
ores, zinc, lead. Water power is
extensively used, particularly in
the S.W. Poland has, however, a
low standard of living and of con-
sumption, particularly in regard to
industrial products.
CONSTITUTION. Poland was
revived in 1918 as a republic. An
interim constitution, adopted in
1947, divided power between the
legislative chamber (sejm}, which
is elected, the executive, and the
president, who is elected for seven
years by the sejm. The sejm must
be summoned twice a year, and con-
trols taxation and conscription.
Through the centuries, in spite of
changing rulers and forms of govt.
the peasants of Poland preserved
many of their traditional customs
and costumes. The prov. of
Lowicz was famous for the multi-
coloured hand-woven dresses of the
women. At weddings in the vil-
lages around Cracow young men
on horseback seized the bride and
carried her to church. The cos-
tumes, dances, and songs of the
mountaineers in the Polish Tatra,
who were never serfs and who, like
the Scottish highlanders, play
bagpipes, were striking. Poland is
predominantly R.C., and R.C.
customs were strictly observed. At
Warsaw and Cracow a custom of
throwing wreaths into the Vistula,
dating from pagan days, continued
to be celebrated.
Famous Poles of History
Poles not mentioned already
who have achieved world fame in-
clude Copernicus (1473-1543), one
of the founders of modern astro-
nomy ; Chopin (1810-1849)," the
composer ; Prince Joseph Ponia-
towski (1762-1813), one of Nap-
oleon's marshals; Sienkiewicz,
(1846-1916) and Reymont (1868-
1925), novelists and both winners
of the Nobel prize for literature;
Marie Curie (Sklodowska) (1867-
1934), co-discoverer of radium and
co-winner of the Nobel prize for
physics, 1903, winner of the Nobel
prize for chemistry> 1911; Conrad
(Korzeniowski) (1857-1924), dis-
tinguished writer in English;
Paderewski (1860-1941), pianist
and politician.